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Meet Our Medical 

Care Providers

Meet Our Dental 

Care Providers

Meet Our Behavioral 

Health Care Providers

Denise Oinonen, LCSW
Adolescent and Adult

Mental Health Counselor

Michael Henry, MD
Family Medicine

Molly Pallavicini, MS, 
LPC, NCC

Adult Mental Health and 
Substance Use Counselor

Jerita Dubash, DO, MS
Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatrist

Percita Ellis, MD
Pediatrics

Bethany Elza, DO
Family Medicine

Roger Clevinger, MD
Adult Primary Care

Phornphan (Pawnpon)

Homiac, PA-C
Physician Assitant, Primary Care

Hannah Barnhill, PA-C
Physician Assistant,

Adult Primary Care

Sean Gannutz, PA-C
Physican Assistant,

Primary Care

Linh Tran, MD
Pediatrics

Raeanna Simcoe, MD
Family Medicine

Kelsey Brown, RDN, CDCES
Registered Dietician Nutritionist, 

Certified Diabetes Care and
 Education Specialist

Kimary Schatten, CNM, MPH
Certified Nurse Midwife,

Women’s Health

Dushayn Nithiyananthasothy, DDS
Family Dentistry

Erick Argueta, DMD
Family Dentistry

Emily Lau, DDS
Family Dentistry

Jeremy Lovelace, DMD
Family Dentisry

Hamzeh Al Qublan, DDS
Family Dentistry

Jamie Clark, DDS
Family Dentistry

Mikayla Webb, RDH

Registred Dental Hygienist
Ellen Radick, RN, RDH

Registered Dental Hygienist

Mary Zamora Lopez, MD
Psychiatrist

Scott Kleinert, LPC
Adult Mental Health 

Counselor

Laura Simpson, MSN, 
FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC

Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner

Mariah McMillan, LCSW
Youth and Family 

Counselor

25 Northridge Ln., Lexington 
(540) 464-8700

rockahc.org

RAHC - Mountain View Family Dentistry
2131 Magnolia Ave., Buena Vista

(540) 261-7723

RAHC - Kendal Drive
170 Kendal Dr., Ste A. Lexington

(540) 464-8700

For the Rockbridge Area 
Health Center, the year 2022 
has been a typical year for the 
organization – one of continued 
expansion of services, increased 
patient numbers, and consistent 
high grades on the care that it 
provides. The health care facility 
has grown virtually every aspect 
of its operations since becom-
ing a Federally Qualified Health 
Center in 2014. 

In 1992 a group of concerned 
citizens developed the concept of 
a free clinic in the Rockbridge 
area. They organized interested 
medical and non-medical com-
munity volunteers in a project 
that became the Rockbridge Area 
Free Clinic.

Data from a 2012 Commu-
nity Health Needs Assessment 
(CHNA) concluded that Buena 
Vista, Lexington, and Rock-
bridge County were then, and 
still are, all designated as low-
income and are considered a 
“Medically Underserved Popula-
tion” and “Primary Care Health 
Professional Shortage Areas.” 
“Low-income” is defined by 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration as an income at 
or below 200% of the federal 
poverty level. In the Rockbridge 
area, 38% of residents are low-
income.

As a result of the health needs 
assessment, the free clinic was 
renamed the Rockbridge Area 
Health Center and reopened in 
2014 as a private, 501(c)(3) non-
profit Federally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC), which enabled 
the expansion of medical, den-
tal, women’s health, prenatal 
care and behavioral health care 
services to anyone, regardless of 
insurance status, income, or abil-
ity to pay. 

The number of patients and 
patient visits grew rapidly, es-
pecially after 2014, outgrow-
ing the physical space of the 
9,000-square-foot building 
acquired 14 years before. An 
imaginative expansion of the 

facility incorporating the exist-
ing building and adding an addi-
tional 15,000 square feet of space 
opened on Northridge Lane in 
2019. 

Aside from accommodating 
a much larger staff and offering 
more services, the expansion 
came at a fortuitous time - less 
than a year before the begin-
ning of the Covid pandemic. 
The pandemic brought huge 
challenges both clinically and 
financially. Since early spring of 
2020, RAHC has provided over 
6,600 Covid-19 vaccinations and 
boosters and more than 8,600 
Covid-19 tests at the center and 
at clinics out in the community. 

As a result of the pandemic, 
RAHC expanded its telehealth 
services. Patients may opt to 
receive medical or behavioral 
health care electronically from 
their homes or their places of 
employment. This option is es-
pecially critical for patients with 

limited access to transportation 
or with time constraints.

RAHC also provides support 
services that may help patients 
overcome health care barriers. 
These services include prescrip-
tion medication assistance, lab 
services, diabetes, and nutrition 
counseling, as well as services 
provided by staff that is certified 
and trained to give free, confiden-
tial, over-the-phone or in-person 
assistance with understanding 
what affordable health insurance 
options and programs are avail-
able and can aid with enrollment. 
Additionally, information about 
Medicaid is available, as well as 
assistance with enrollment.

To understand how commu-
nity health centers like RAHC 
make a difference in communi-
ties, it’s important to look at the 
holistic model that health centers 
operate under. Recalling that the 
mission statement of RAHC in-
cludes the phrase “to improve 

the health and well-being of the 
greater community,” it’s clear 
that such issues as transportation, 
language and translation needs, 
adequate nutrition and health ed-
ucation play a big part in making 
us healthier, a spokesperson said. 
RAHC partners and coordinates 
with many other local organiza-
tions such as RATS, the RADAR 
bus service, Rockbridge Area 
Relief Organization, local and 
regional hospitals, and specialty 
providers toward this goal of im-
proving the overall health of all 
the people in this area. 

-   -   -
Beginning this month, the 

health center now serves medi-
cal and dental patients in three 
locations, the main facility north 
of Lexington on Northridge 
Lane and now in Buena Vista 
on Magnolia Avenue.  RAHC 
has offered dental services in 
Buena Vista at Mountain View 

Family Dentistry since 2017 and 
just opened the medical office in 
newly renovated spaces next to 
the dental office. Earlier this year, 
RAHC opened a medical office 
in Kendal at Lexington, serving 
both Kendal residents and staff 
and non-Kendal RAHC patients. 

Patients in other parts of 
Rockbridge County will get eas-
ier access to medical and dental 
care next year when the center 
receives mobile dental and medi-
cal buses.  These state-of-the-art 
vehicles will bring care to more 
remote areas of the county on 
a rotating basis to support the 
health care needs throughout the 
county area. 

Besides physical expansions, 
the center’s provider staff contin-
ues to grow. The center now has 
26 professional providers on staff 
between doctors, physician as-
sistants, nurse practitioners, den-
tists, dental hygienists, psychia-
trists and mental health counsel-
ors.  Today, RAHC employs over 
one hundred people. 

As a community health cen-
ter, RAHC is required to report 
each year on its quality of out-
comes and services. The health 
center is consistently recognized 
annually at the national level for 
the high quality of care it pro-
vides, as well as each year for six 
years continuing to achieve the 
highest level of recognition as a 
Patient Centered Medical Home 
(PCMH). The PCMH model of 
care ensures that the health cen-
ter promotes strong relationships 
with patients and that patient care 
needs are addressed comprehen-
sively and coordinated across all 
sectors of the health center.

From a small two-room 
building on North Main Street 
to today’s modern medical facil-
ity, and from volunteer doctors, 
dentists, nurses, and pharmacists 
serving uninsured patients one 
night a week, the Rockbridge Are 
Health Center has grown to serve 
over 7,200 patients a year – from 
the uninsured, through the un-

der-insured to the fully covered, 
across a breadth of services. The 
center, the spokespersons said, 
truly lives up to its mission state-
ment to “promote and provide 
access to comprehensive, high-
quality, and affordable healthcare 
to improve the health and well-
being of the greater community.”

A few facts:
• Responding the health care

needs of the community, RAHC 
was expanded in 2019 from 
a 9,000-square-foot facility to 
24,000 square feet. 

• Currently employs a staff
of 101.

• Patient increase from 2014
through 2021 amounts to 173%, 
with a 169% increase in low-in-
come patients. 

• Patient visit increase from
2014 through 2021 amounts to 
741%.

• Since the onset of the pan-
demic, RAHC has provided 
6,600-plus Covid-19 vaccina-
tions and boosters and 8,600-plus 
Covid-19 tests at RAHC and at 
clinics out in the community.

• Provides dental services
in all local schools – Head Start 
and K-12; services are provided 
twice annually in the fall and 
spring and include exams, fluo-
ride treatments, x-rays, clean-
ings, and oral health education.

In 2021:
• 7,175 patients received a

service.
• 27,802 visits by patients to

RAHC.
• 2,054 visits by children for

medical, dental or behavioral 
health.

• 881 patients received men-
tal health services.

• 243 veterans served.

In 2022 (Jan. 1 through
Oct. 31)

• 7,212 patients received a
service

• 25,718 patient visits

RAHC: Continued Growth, Greater Accessibility

DR. PERCITA L. ELLIS, a pediatrician at Rockbridge Area Health Center, examines a young 
patient. Pediatric services are just one of the many services at the health center provides, 
not only at its site on Northridge Lane but in Buena Vista and at Kendal at Lexington. Mobile 
medical and dental buses are also being planned for next year to bring services to other 
areas of the county. 
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